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INFORMATION
SUBJECT AND AUTHORSHIP
This conservation plan concerns the Mahurangi West Hall, formerly the Mahurangi
Heads West School, located in Mahurangi West Road, north of Auckland. It was
commissioned by Mahurangi West Hall and Reserve Incorporated as part of the
society’s on-going commitment to conserve the building for the future.
The purpose of the plan is firstly to assess the significance of the building. Secondly,
it provides a series of conservation policies to safeguard the heritage values of the
place. The plan also includes a condition report and a schedule of remedial work.
The plan was written by Dave Pearson, principal of Dave Pearson Architects Limited.
Extensive use was made of the booklet Dear Madam, a history of Mahurangi West
and Pohuehue Schools by Stella Younie. Additional historical research was
undertaken by Peter Weeks. Funding for the conservation plan was provided by the
NZ Lottery Grants Board.
FORMAT OF CONSERVATION PLAN
The document generally follows the format of a conservation plan as described in the
publication The Conservation Plan; a Guide to the Preparation of Conservation
Plans for Places of Cultural Significance (sixth edition) prepared by J S Kerr for the
National Trust of Australia. Reference was also made to the Department of
Conservation's Standard Conservation Plan Contents Specification and the
Guidelines for Preparing Conservation Plans, prepared by the New Zealand Historic
Places Trust.
The plan is also consistent with the ICOMOS New Zealand Charter for the
Conservation of Places of Cultural Heritage Value (1993). The definitions in the
conservation plan are as defined in the Charter.
STATUS OF THE PLACE
Address
The Mahurangi West Hall is located is located on the Mahurangi West Road, some 20
kilometres south of Warkworth and 66 kilometres north of Auckland.
Legal Description
The land is in certificate of title 574/38 (North Auckland Registry).
Ownership
The land on which the Mahurangi West Hall stands is owned by the Crown as a
reserve pursuant to the Reserves Act 1977 and designated as a site for a public hall.
The hall building is owned1 by Mahurangi West Hall and Reserve Incorporated and
the footprint* on which the hall sits is leased2 from Rodney District Council (vested
to the latter by the Crown), for a term of 10 plus 9 years from 1 October 2004.
Ownership of the hall building reverts to the Crown at the expiry of the lease.
*The footprint extends 13 metres to the east of the building and two metres on other
three sides.
1

2

Deed between Her Majesty the Queen and Mahurangi West Hall and Reserve Incorporated and Rodney District Council, 29
April 2005
Deed of lease between Rodney District Council and Mahurangi West Hall and Reserve Incorporated, 17 March 2005
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HERITAGE DESIGNATIONS
Rodney District Council
The Mahurangi West Hall (former school) is scheduled as item H198 in the Rodney
District Council Proposed Plan in Appendix 17B “Historic Structures, Sites and Fixed
Objects Listed for Protection”.
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOURCES
The source of the historical photographs is as noted. The contemporary colour
photographs were taken by Dave Pearson Architects Limited.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The assistance and hospitality of Peter Cole and Sarah Ransom and members of
Mahurangi West Hall and Reserve Incorporated is acknowledged. Thanks are also
due to the staff of the Warkworth and District Museum.

The long anticipated restoration: Re-painting of the Mahurangi West Hall underway, January 2007.
The re-painting had been immediately preceded by re-piling. Wendy Walton
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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

EARLY MAORI HISTORY OF THE MAHURANGI
The Arrival of Te Kawerau
Early Maori were attracted to the Mahurangi as an area that was rich in natural
resources. Fish could be caught in the bays and sheltered tidal waters, shellfish could
be collected along the shoreline, eels were found in the streams, the native bush
abounded with bird life and the well drained soils on the ridges were suitable for
kumara cultivation. Importantly, the area had various hills and promontories that
could be defended.

Kumara storage pits,
Tungutu Point, Mahurangi
Regional Park. Jade River:
a History of the Mahurangi

With the sea being so close, travel by canoe was possible across the Hauraki Gulf to
the outlying islands. To the south were the hot springs at Waiwera, while the Puhoi
River provided convenient access inland to the valuable resources of the kauri forests
and a link to the pathways running overland to the Kaipara.3 The coastline also
provided an important and highly valued seasonal resource, the muru—the small
spotted shark that could be caught and dried as a winter food source.
By the 18th century, the Mahurangi area was inhabited by the Te Kawerau people,
descendents of the Ngati Awa who had migrated north from Kawhia in the early
1600s. The group was led by Maki and first occupied Tamaki (Auckland) before
expanding northwards. Maki settled in the Mahurangi area for a time before moving
on. Over time, Maki’s descendents become known as Te Kawerau.
Shortly after, another powerful tribal group, the Ngati Whatua, led by
Haumeowharangi migrated from the Hokianga to the Kaipara Harbour. Te Kawerau
and Ngati Whatua fought various battles but peace was secured between the two
groups through intermarriage. In particular, the daughter of Rongo, one of
Haumeowharangi’s sons married Ngawhetu from Te Kawerau and their descendents
took the tribal names Te Kawerau and Ngati Rongo.
Conflict in the Gulf
In the 18th century, conflicts arose between the Te Kawerau people and the powerful
Marutuahu confederation who occupied the Hauraki Gulf over which group should
control the shark fishing grounds. The fighting began in the 1720s and by the 1770s
the confederation had control of the fishing grounds. The Te Kawerau people
continued to live in the district with the Hauraki tribes occupying the area
surrounding the Matakana River mouth during the summer shark-fishing season.
3

ARC Regional Parks Service 1995:44-9
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By the time the first Europeans arrived in the Mahurangi
area in the early 1820s, the area was still inhabited by
the Te Kawerau-Ngati Rongo people. During this period,
however, the tribes came under attack from northern
Ngapuhi, armed with muskets, under the leadership of
Hongi Hika. Following the battle of Te Ika a Ranga in
which large numbers of Ngati Whatua were killed, the
survivors took refuge in the Waikato or Northland4.
Chief Te Hemara Tauhia of the Kawerau people went to
live with Pomare II of Ngapuhi, probably due to kinship
ties, after initially sheltering in the Waikato.
Hongi Hika. Jade River: a History of the Mahurangi

Sale to the Government
After the Kawerau and Ngati Whatua fled, the
Ngati Paoa of the Hauraki Gulf claimed fishing
rights in the Mahurangi and established themselves
in the area in the 1830s. Around 1836, the
Kawerau – Ngati Rongo people returned to the
area. In spite of this, the Hauraki tribes sold the
entire coastline between Takapuna and Te Arai
Point, and inland to the Kaipara divide, to the
Crown in 1841—‘the Mahurangi purchase’.
Te Hemara Tauhia disputed the sale, and he and
his people continued to occupy the area between
the Mahurangi Heads and Waiwera. The Crown
made no attempt to remove them from the land
and it was not until November 1853 that moves
were made to finalize the purchase. Te Hemara
petitioned Governor George Grey to reserve the
Mahurangi area from sale. In particular he desired
to keep the headland between the Waiwera and
Puhoi rivers that contained the urupa, Mihirau,
where his illustrious warrior uncle, Murupaenga5,
was buried.
Takapuna to Te Aria Point: Mahurangi Purchase showing
Hemara Reserve. Jade River: a History of the Mahurangi

On 23 February 1866 the Native Land Court held at Waiwera Hotel, granted Te
Hemara Tauhia and his relatives 6,691 acres of land. It comprised several blocks,
including the large Puhoi Block between the Waiwera River and Te Muri Creek and
the small Orokaraka Block of 8 acres6. In the early 1870s, Te Hemara and his people
were living at Te Muri, however, by the late 1870s, they had established a kaianga
known as ‘Te Rapa’ on the southern bank of the Puhoi River.
Te Hemara Tauhia was buried at Ruronga Point, Kaipara Harbour— Mihirau by then
having been sold, along with most of balance of Hemara Reserve. The headstone
gives 30 October 1891 but Locker7 states that the year is in error and year of death
was 1896.
4

ARC Regional Parks Service 1992:40
The Rise and Fall of Te Hemara Tauhia (Paul Goldsmith, Reid Publishing 2003)
Jade River: a History of the Mahurangi (R H Locker, Friends of the Mahurangi, 2001:83)
7
Ibid:94
5
6
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EUROPEAN HISTORY OF THE MAHURANGI
First Arrivals
As early as the 1820s, the deep water of Mahurangi harbour and the dense stands of
kauri attracted European timber traders. Around that time, parties of sailors would
camp on the shore for up to three months cutting spars for the Royal Navy stationed
in Sydney8.
In 1832, Gordon Browne, a Sydney timber merchant, was engaged by Captain Ranulf
Dacre to cut and prepare spars in the Mahurangi. Browne wrote of ‘dragging great
kauri trees out of the magnificent forests around Mahurangi’. In the 1840s sawmills
were established along the shores.
The kauri, which was plentiful and accessible, also attracted shipbuilders from
Auckland. George Darroch who had been shipbuilding in Auckland since his arrival
in 1842, moved to Mahurangi around 1852. Over the next thirty years, some of the
largest shipbuilding industries on the east coast were located on the Mahurangi with
over 60 ships built between 1852 and 1880.
The Arrival of the Scott Family
The Scott family was to play an important role in the establishment of the Mahurangi
Heads West School.
Thomas Stuart Scott arrived in Kororareka (Russell) on the ship Nimrod from Sydney
in September 1835. While in Sydney, he married Ann Luisa Russell in 1834. Their
first child, Thomas Stuart Flower Russell, was named for Ann’s brother, Flower
Russell, who they sailed to join in Russell when the baby was only two months old9.
In 1837 a second son, George Stuart, was born in Kororareka (Russell). But the
sacking of Russell in early 1845 and the unsettled situation with Maori caused the
family to move to Whangarei. Kauri was also plentiful in around Whangarei and at
least one vessel built by Thomas Scott was registered there.
The family probably also lived in Auckland for it is known that Thomas Scott was
registered in Grey Street Ponsonby in 1845. He also appears on a list of donors who
contributed to the building of St. Paul’s church in Auckland in 1844.
There is no definite record of when Thomas Stuart Scott first arrived in Mahurangi
although he is recorded as having built a ship in Mahurangi in 1849. His first home
was a raupo hut and Thomas refused to bring his family to the area to live
permanently until a more comfortable home was built. The signing of the transfer
document for the land is
dated 7 September 1852,
however, it is probable
that land had been leased
to him in the interim10.

Mahurangi Harbour, 1857.
Charles Heaphy. Auckland
Institute and Museum Library
8

(Montanjees 1972)
Bioletti 1993:1.
10
ACTN 1992:3, Donovan 1986, Bioletti 1993:2.
9
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By 1854, the shipbuilding business was flourishing and the family was well
established at Mahurangi. In 1856, Thomas Scott Junior completed his apprenticeship
and he and his brother George worked in their father’s business known by then as
Thos. Scott and Sons. As well as his ship building enterprise, Thomas Senior
constructed a house for his family. He also found time to establish a public house,
which variously seems to have been known as the Richmond Inn or the Mahurangi
Heads Hotel.

George Stuart Scott, seated left with his wife Susannah (née Bennett), seated right. Five of George
and Susannah’s children were inaugural pupils of the school, built on land gifted by George and his
brother Thomas. Photograph Jade River: a History of the Mahurangi

George Scott, the younger brother, married Susannah Bennett of Dairy Bay on 28
January 1860. Their first child died at birth but over the next eighteen years they had
ten children—five boys and five girls. In 1876, George purchased111 Öpaheke Bay,
Mahurangi West, and proceeded to build a homestead for his family. He and
Susannah saw out their days there, he dying in 1917. In the 1920s, George’s son
James demolished1 the family home, ‘since it was not to his new wife’s liking’,
building that which, many times modified, still stands there today. James had married
Cora Coe, the widow of Captain Coe. Her father, William Benjamin Jackson, had
earlier offered a site for a school, above what was then Jacksons, but is now
Sullivans, Bay. (For the long period of the Scott family occupancy of the bay, the
point there, Öpaheke, was known as Scotts Point.)
Meantime, in March 1861, Thomas Junior had married Janet Dorren, the daughter of
an engineer at the copper mine on Kawau Island. Thomas Junior and Janet moved
into the Scott homestead. Their first son Thomas Stuart was born in 1861 followed by
twelve children over 21 years—five boys and seven girls, although three girls died in
babyhood.
Over the next decade, the Mahurangi population increased as shipbuilding became
one of the primary industries. In 1861, the Mahurangi Heads School was established
11

Jade River: a History of the Mahurangi (Ron Locker, Friends of the Mahurangi 2001)
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at Woods Bay and was attended by Thomas Scott junior’s three eldest children, while
a Presbyterian church at Te Kapa became a focal point for the community.
The hotel constructed by Thomas Scott senior burnt to the ground in the early 1870s,
however, The Weekly News of February 3 1877 reported that ‘Mr Thomas Scott
(Junior) is erecting a large two storied building in what is known as Scott’s bay, on
what was formerly the site of the well known Mahurangi Heads Hotel, and which was
a few years since destroyed by fire, and by which Mr. Scott became a heavy loser’.
Thomas Scott retired from shipbuilding in 1863, moving to Auckland, where he died
in 1864. The building, now known as Scott Homestead, was restored by the Auckland
Civic Trust and is now owned by the Auckland Regional Council.
The shipbuilding industry around the Mahurangi was in decline by the mid 1870s.
Thomas Scott junior went from shipwright to coastal skipper. In 1864 Thomas was
master of the cutter William and Julia, then owned by the local chief, Wharerangi, he
subsequently became her owner. The balance of his career was as a mariner, his
family residing in Auckland.
John Darrach Master Mahurangi Shipbuilder
John Darrach played a key facilitating role in the establishment of the Mahurangi
Heads West School. Born on Prince Edward Island12 in 1817, during the island’s
shipbuilding heyday, he built and delivered ships before electing to take his family to
New Zealand, arriving in 1864. In 1866, he established his family in Te Kapa having
bought the homestead Rosebank and its 216 acres. Darrach & Sons became the most
successful shipbuilders on the Mahurangi—the family built three cutters, 12
schooners, 10 brigantines or topsail schooners and a barquentine. (The Darroch
family, meantime, came to New Zealand directly from Scotland. It is that family that
is closely associated with the later, scow building era, which largely by-passed the
Mahurangi—only two were ever built there.)
Other Early Settlers
Other prominent European families in the area included the Sullivan and Jackson
families. Sometime around the 1870s or possibly earlier, the Crown granted 300 acres
of land to Merihi, wife of John Sullivan. Included in the grant was Otarawao Bay,
now known as Sullivans Bay. A daughter, Julia married William Jackson and the
family lived on the land permanently from the 1880s, sending their children to the
Mahurangi Heads West School. After Julia Jackson died, the land passed to her eldest
son, Captain John Jackson. He had little interest in the retaining the land and sold it to
his uncle, William Sullivan. Later the Sullivans sold the majority of the land to the
Schischka family, keeping only part of the beach area for themselves.
The Mahurangi Regional Park
In 1968, the Auckland Regional Authority acquired an area of land to create the
Mahurangi Regional Park. The authority acquired a further 120 acres of land at Te
Muri, including a small cemetery, under the Public Works Act in 1973. Further land
was added to the park in 1984.

12

Jade River: a History of the Mahurangi (R H Locker, Friends of the Mahurangi 2001:134)
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EDUCATION IN THE MAHURANGI
The First Schools
The first school in the Mahurangi area was opened in 1858 in Cowans Bay. Shortly
after, a shipbuilding boom occurred across the other side of the harbour at Te Kapa
and this led to the establishment of a Roman Catholic school at Lagoon Bay. At this
time, schools were mostly provided by the churches. Increasingly, however,
provincial governments took over the responsibility. In October, 1861, a provincial
school with a Presbyterian influence provided by the superintendent, Reverend
McDonald, opened in Schoolhouse Bay, Scotts Landing. (Schoolhouse Bay13, which
is adjacent the Burton Wells Reserve, had earlier been known as Heaphy Bay, on
account of Charles Heaphy having owned land there.). The first teacher was Peter
Greenhill who was to remain for a total of 23 years. The school continued well into
the twentieth century sharing its teacher, for a time, with the Mahurangi Heads West
School.

Mahurangi Heads District School,
14
Schoolhouse Bay , Scotts Landing.

Other early schools in the district included Mullet Point and Sandspit (Lower
Matakana), both of which appear to have opened around 1862. These were followed
by Mahurangi West (1885), Pohuehue (1898), Waiwhiu (1908) and Kourawhero
(1924).
Establishment of the Mahurangi Heads West School
The first recorded transaction involving the land on which the Mahurangi Heads West
School was later to be built occurred on 9 August 1872 when an area covering 2,351
acres was granted to the Maori chief, Te Hemara Tauhia. Two years later on 22
October 1874, Te Hemara sold 100 acres of the land to ‘Thomas Flower Stewart
Scott’ and ‘George Stewart Scott’, sons of Thomas Stuart Scott. (A letter15 by
Thomas Stuart Flower Russell Scott junior’s daughter recalls her father’s amusement
when she asked if the spelling of his name was Flour or Flower!)
An 1866 plan16 that includes the Puhoi Block appears to indicate the land was
forested. Regardless of whether the original attraction was the extraction of timber,
George Scott possibly farmed the property until it was acquired by the Wenzlick
family.
13

Jade River: a History of the Mahurangi (Ron Locker, Friends of the Mahurangi 2001:70)
Historic Mahurangi guide, Auckland Regional Council 2005
15
Letter by Bessie Thelma (‘Thel’) Mayhill (née Scott), 3 February 1989.
16
Plan dated ‘February 20 1866’
14
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Later that same year on 22 December, approximately two acres were subdivided off
to create a new title. This was probably for the Mahurangi West Road (known until
the 1980s as Mahurangi Heads West Road).

The Scott brothers’ property provided land for both the Mahurangi Heads West School and the
then-named Mahurangi Heads West Road. The original 100 acres was augmented, in 1879, by a
further purchase from Te Hemara of about 22 acres. By the time of this plan, the property had been
sold to John Joseph Wenzlick.

The Board of Education appears to have written to the Mahurangi settlers requesting
an indication as to the number of children who might attend a new school at
Mahurangi West. On 28 February 1881, John Darrach, who signed himself Chairman
of Mahurangi Heads District School (that at Schoolhouse Bay), wrote to the Board
DAVE PEARSON ARCHITECTS LIMITED
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noting that there were 23 native and 14 European children between the ages of 5 and
15 and a total of nine and 10 children respectively under five years of age who would
benefit from a new school17.
In 1881, local Maori offered a site on a hill between Te Muri and the Mahurangi
Harbour. Mr James Pope who was probably a school inspector, visited Te Muri and
filed a report dated 19 December 188118. In his report, he describes how he was
accompanied on his visit by Mr W B Jackson, described as the principal settler in the
district, and Kipi, one of the natives that had offered a site for the school. Mr Pope
noted that it was not safe for children on the Te Muri side to cross over the harbour to
Te Kapa on the other side. He also noted that “the Maoris of this part are to a large
extent civilized, and I am inclined that a Board school would answer their purpose
quite well as a Native School”.
In 1882, a second inspector, Mr Ponsonby Peacocke visited the area. In a memo dated
20/2/82, he agreed that a number of children in the area would benefit by the
establishment of a school at Te Muri19. He noted that attendance at the existing
schools at Puhoi and Mahurangi Heads was irregular, distance being the problem in
the case of Puhoi and the weather in the case of the Mahurangi Heads District School,
on the eastern side of the harbour. However, he did not believe that the site previously
offered would be suitable as the majority of the children attending would have to
cross private land. He noted that Mr Morgan had offered a site and may be induced to
offer another that might be “more convenient to the natives”.
On 15 June 1883, John Darrach who this time signed himself “Chairman of
Committee” wrote to the Board of Education again seeking the establishment of a
school on the west side of the Mahurangi. In his letter he noted:
…and besides the ferry for six months past has been conducted by two little
boys altogether unfit for the purpose – although they are exceedingly smart
yet it is not safe to trust them with their own lives in a dinghy 18 feet long, 3
feet wide and only 17 inches in depth crossing a river …. And at times, they
have 8 or 10 little ones no bigger than themselves….20
On 8 November 1883, George Scott wrote to the Board of Education offering to give
two acres of land as a “School Sight” (sic) if the Board will erect a school21. This
appears to have been the catalyst that finally resulted in a school being built on the
south side of the Mahurangi. Mr Peacocke in a second memo dated 13/11/83, stated
that the land offered by Mr Scott was, in his opinion, the most suitable piece of
land22. He also observed that the land “would be within easy reach of the native
settlement at Te Muri”.
On 29 November 1883, Mr Darrach again wrote to the Board stating that the “our
committee highly approve of the sight (sic) selected for a School House on the west
side of the Mahurangi River”. He described the location as a “fine high, wholesome,
healthy site, and commands an extensive and beautiful view” and strongly advised the
Board to close with Mr Scott at once. By February 1884, the site for the new school
had been surveyed23.
17

Archives New Zealand YCBD A688.
Ibid.
Archives New Zealand.
20
Ibid.
21
Ibid.
22
Ibid.
23
Ibid.
18
19
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“Tea tree scrub” may indicate that the site for the new school had previously been logged, and
possibly by the Scott brothers. Archives NZ

On 16 June 1884, Mr Darrach wrote again to the Board indicating that he had
obtained the signature of Mr Thomas Scott to the deed of two acres. He expected to
get Mr George Scott’s signature sometime during the week but noted “he is so often
in the bush tis difficult to catch him…”. The land was finally gifted by Thomas and
George Scott to the Education Board of the Province of Auckland on 8 July 1884 24.
24

Deeds Record R11 Vol 1 page 418.
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The transaction was contained in Deed 88178 and conveyed part of the Puhoi Block #
139N to the Education Board, District of Auckland. Part of the Deed reads as follows:
Whereas the said Thomas Flower Stewart Scott and George Stewart Scott,
being desires of further education in the said District of Mahurangi, have
agreed with the said board for the absolute gift to the said board of the piece
of land here in after described for the purposes of a school site.
Drawings and a hand-written specification were prepared for the new school (see
appendix), possibly by a private architect working for the Education Board and on
29/4/85, a tender notice appeared in the paper calling for tenders for a school building
at Mahurangi Heads.

Mahurangi Heads West School Tender
notice for Mahurangi Heads West School.
NB The Mahurangi Heads School referred
to was that situated at Schoolhouse Bay,
Scotts Landing. Archives NZ

Tenders were called and duly received from nine contractors with prices ranging from
£185 to £281:14/-. The lowest tender of £185 as received from Mr T N Horsley of
Warkworth was accepted. On 23 May 1885, a bond was signed by Thomas Norrice
Horsley of Warkworth, Builder, John Horsley of O’Niel (sic) Street Ponsonby and
Herbert Norris of O’Niel (sic) Street Ponsonby, Builder binding the contractors to the
Education Board in the sum of one hundred and eighty five pounds25.

The second lowest
tender, by the
tantalising close
margin of five pounds,
was that of ‘Geo.
Scott’, who had
donated the land.
George Scott’s
consolation, no doubt,
was that five of his
children, over one fifth
of the inaugural roll,
would immediately
benefit from the new
school. Archives NZ
25

Archives New Zealand.
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On 28 January 1886, 12 years after land had first been set-aside for the purpose, 16
pupils ranging in ages from six to sixteen were enrolled at the newly opened
Mahurangi Heads West School.
Once the school had been erected, the Board of Education was obliged to provide a
teacher. In the early days, the life of a teacher could be difficult. Many had little
formal training, however, they remained dedicated to their task. One of the first
teachers26 was Harry Cecil Jaffrey who taught at Mahurangi Heads West School from
1897 to 1903.
Mr. Jaffrey used to ride from Auckland to the Wade Hotel at Silverdale, stay there the
night, and ride on to Barker’s home where he boarded, first on the right after the
Mahurangi Heads turn-off from the main north highway.) In those days the mud was
often up to the horses belly. Before Pohuehue School was opened, he rowed a dinghy
across to Mahurangi East to give lessons to the Lawrie family.

Mahurangi Heads West School. Note water tank and brick chimney. Auckland Institute & Museum C9532

In 1897, the residents of the Pohuehue district, some five miles from Mahurangi
West, decided that they also needed a school. By 1898, a school had been erected and
the District Inspector for Schools recommended that Pohuehue and Mahurangi West
schools be operated on a half-time basis. In March 1899, Mr Jaffrey was appointed as
half-time teacher for both schools and he was kept busy teaching three days at
Pohuehue and three at Mahurangi. The journey between the two schools was made on
horseback, often over muddy tracks.
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Pohuehue School

If life was difficult for the teachers, it was not any easier for the children of the
district, many of whom were raised on farms. From an early age, they were expected
to help their parents and although an education was regarded as being important, the
first priority was always the farm. Thus the records of the Mahurangi Heads West
School show that a number of pupils did not start school until they were 12 years of
age. They probably left in their early teens to continue their farming duties.
Between 1915 and 1920, and in 1943, the pupils were taught by Emelie (‘Milly’)
Alexis Dennis (née Lewenberg). She arrived in the district at the age of 21 and
boarded at the home of Mr Ernest Barker, Chairman of the School Committee. At the
time, there was no toilet at the school and when Emelie raised the subject with Mr
Barker, his reply was the often quoted “You know, my dear, these are country
children. They just push down the fence wires and go into the bush”. Emelie, not
having been raised in the country and not being used to country ways, remonstrated
with the Board of Education and toilets were soon forthcoming.
Emelie seems to have been a well-liked teacher. On cold mornings, she allowed her
pupils to sit around the stove, which had been earlier lit by one of the boys. On wet
days, the children were able to sit around the fire and have their lunch. At the time it
was the custom for the headmaster of the Warkworth School to invite children from
the outlying schools to enter competitions for art and hand work. On one occasion,
the children from Mahurangi Heads West School, along with their teacher, set out for
Warkworth travelling up river by launch. However, they miscalculated the tide and
spent the day stuck on the mud.
Like Mr Jaffery before her, Emelie also taught at both Mahurangi West and Pohuehue
Schools meaning that five days worth of lessons had to be crammed into three days.
Emelie was never comfortable around horses and preferred to make the journey
between the two schools on foot.
In 1920, Emelie married Albert Edmund Dennis who had served in World War I and
owned the farmed the property that adjoined the Scott brothers’ land (at about the
time it passed to the Wenzlick family). Albert gifted the Albert Dennis Memorial
Reserve (2 km west of the school along the Mahurangi West Road) ‘In memory of the
men from Mahurangi West who fought overseas’. After her death, a companion
plaque was erected ‘In memory of Albert Edmund Dennis and Emelie Alexis
Dennis’. The reserve was opened 14 December 1974 by Peter Wilkinson whose wife
Cunetia Wilkinson provided practical support to Emelie during her study for master
of the Master of Art degree, which she received27 at the age of 84.
27
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The pupils of Mahurangi Heads
West School 1923. Dear Madam

At the time of the First World War, a total of eight young men who had been pupils at
the school left the district to serve in the battlefields of Europe. By 1946, the
Auckland Education Board had decided that the Mahurangi Heads West School
should close; Gertrude Ina Creed (née Gillies) was the last pupil to be enrolled, on 14
February 1946.
The School as a Church
The history of the Mahurangi West school as a church, is recorded in A Short History
of Christ Church, Warkworth—Its building and its Life (St. Alban’s Church Office,
1976) written by Helen Phibbs, a Mahurangi River resident. Helen records that, in the
1960s, Mahurangi West had communion once a month:
The service at Mahurangi West was spoken of with particular affection by the
Dean, and by everyone else who had the privilege of attending it, for it had a
character of its own. Mr Albert Dennis and Mr Harry Parry were at this time
two of the main stalwarts, their association with the little schoolhouse
building in which the service was held going back a long way. Indeed, both
had been baptised there and had attended school there. The school had been
build about 1878, [actual year: 1885] and in the eighties William Barker and
John Glyn Parry began to hold church services, mostly readings from the
scriptures and hymns. In the early part of the century these little services
lapsed, but started again in the late fifties, and in June, 1967, the
congregation celebrated Mr Dennis’s 80th birthday, Mrs Dennis playing the
piano as usual. Regular attenders (sic) then were many members of the
Barker family - Mr Sid and Miss Sally, Mr and Mrs Geoff, Mr and Mrs Keith,
Mr and Mrs Mac, and Mr and Mrs A. Schollum, and Mr and Mrs Parry, Mr
and Mrs Eady and Mr McElroy. On arrival everyone left a plate ready for the
communal meal which followed the service, and the place of worship would
become one of happy fellowship. Late in 1970 the congregation, by now
greatly reduced by moving away and death, suggested that services cease,
and this was done.
Later History
On 30 May 1946, Mr Barker, Chairman of the Mahurangi West and Pukapuka
Ratepayers Association wrote to the Education Board requesting that the school
remain as is, rather than being disposed of. He noted that it was some 65 years since
the school was erected and during that period, it had been used for various social
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functions, church services, public meetings, polling booths etc. He also noted that it
was the only building in the district that could be used for those purposes.
The secretary of the Board duly replied on 11 June 1946 stating that the minister had
approved the retention of the closed school buildings for religious services and as a
community centre. The letter also stated that the settlers needed to accept full
responsibility for the proper maintenance of the building and to meet the cost of
insurance28. After correspondence between the two parties, the Board wrote to the
Ratepayers’ Association on 18 February 1946 stating that “subject to the approval of
the Education Department, Wellington, the Board is prepared to grant the settlers the
use of the Mahurangi Heads West School building for social purposes until such time
as the building may be required for use elsewhere”. The letter also stated “it will be
necessary for the settlers to maintain the building in proper order and keep the school
ground clear of noxious weed etc.”29
In 1947, in a memo dated 28 February, the Acting Director of Education accepted the
recommendation of the Board and granted the settlers the use of the Mahurangi Heads
West School building for social and religious purposes. As a condition of use, the
settlers were required to form a committee that would accept responsibility for the
maintenance and insurance of the building. The association replied on 27/9/47
accepting the Department’s conditions. The letter also stated that a committee of five
had been formed and that the building had been insured for the sum of £600.
In 1952, the school site became a recreation reserve and on 6 May 1954, it was
formally gazetted as a reserve30. In 1979, the site was gazetted as a Local Purpose
Reserve (Public Hall)31.
In August 1961, the Mahurangi West Domain Board was formed. However, five
years later the Minister of Lands dismissed the board and appointed the Rodney
District Council as a new board. In 1979, the original two acres donated by the Scott
brothers was formally classified as a reserve for local purposes (public hall).
In 1967, a ‘Management Committee’ for the ‘Mahurangi West Domain’ was
constituted32 a subcommittee of the Rodney County Council, with riding member,
councillor W (‘Bill’) O Schollum, in an ex officio capacity. A letter33 to the council
from secretary William ‘Bill’ Kewene reflects the on-going efforts to upkeep the
building:
By instructions from committee of the meeting dated Sat. 28th Oct. 1967 I
would request that you note and refer to council a remit of that meeting a
formal request for very necessary work to be completed on the hall, for the
sum of $400.
I would also refer to a letter dated Oct 7th 1967 to you from this committee
and as to date, possibly through pressure of work has not been replied to.
A reoccurring theme, common to community halls everywhere is reflected in a 1972
notice34 to Mahurangi West Domain Management Committee members that reads:
It being a possibility that council will no longer make contributions to
28

Archives New Zealand.
Ibid.
30
Proclamation # 14234 Gazette Notice # 14877.
31
Gazette Notice # 50 page 1819.
32
Rules Governing the Constitution, Powers, and Responsibilities of the Local Management Committee known as Mahurangi
West Domain, Rodney County Council, 14 November 1967
33
William Kewene to Rodney County Council, 14 November 1967
34
Mahurangi West Domain Management Committee notice of meeting, May 1972
29
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balance the Statement of Account unless some obvious effort is made by the
Committee to arrange and effect a source of income that will prove to
Council that the Hall and Domain is a required necessity of the ratepayers of
Pukapuka and Mahurangi West.
Action followed35:
Will all Committee members please note that arrangements have been made
for an “Old Time” dance to be held at the Mahurangi West Domain Hall on
8th July 1972 at 7.30 p.m.
We would like all Committee members to assist in cleaning and preparing the
hall on Sunday the 25 June 1972 at 10 a.m. The prizes for raffles and
arrangements for the collection of the ticket money will be discussed at the
same time.
Your cooperation is anticipated.
In 1973, minutes of a general meeting36 record discussion of the perennially
perceived need to extend the building:
A lively discussion took place. Mrs A [Emile] Dennis suggested extending
towards the northerly direction (towards the Puka Puka river). Mr H Parry
suggested getting Mr Stewart of Keith Hay to give two quotes one for side
extension—one for the suggestion of Mrs Dennis.
Momentum was building: A notice37 soliciting financial support circulated in 1974
detailed proposals including for an ‘Extension to the entrance forming a lobby to the
hall thus allowing the kitchen to be enlarged and improved’. A 197938 instruction
from Rodney County Council to ‘Clean materials from path and near front door as
soon as practicable’ suggests that the porch was, by then, constructed. In the same
year, the toilet, singular, is referred to—probably indicating that the more dilapidated
of the two had, by then, been demolished.
The improvements, however, failed to reverse the trend towards a lessening of hall
use. Stella Younie, in 1983 letter39 to Rodney County Council, explains that she is a
member of the council’s advisory committee for the Mahurangi West Community
Hall and claims it is ‘the general feeling of the Advisory Committee that it would
soon have to be sold’. The council is then invited to dispose of the hall to her and to
‘suggest an arrangement for the purchasing price’.
The bid served to galvanise the community to retain the hall, with particular focus on
the re-blocking, towards which Stella Younie contributed $100. Stella’s lasting
legacy, though, was to write a 36-page ‘history of the Mahurangi West & Pohuehue
Schools’: Dear Madam—its publication was timed to coincide with the 100th
anniversary of the building’s opening.
The need for re-blocking had been apparent for a considerable period. Opahi Bay
resident Jennifer Mcgreal recalls that during dancing in the 1950s, the entire hall
would jig up and down—the weight of the building being cantilevered on the floor
joists under which the blocking was less decayed than that beneath the exterior walls.

35

Notice to Mahurangi West Domain Management Committee, c. July 1972
Minutes of a general meeting 16 June 1973
37
Mahurangi West Hall & Domain (notice circulated 4 June 1974)
38
Rodney County Council to secretary, Mahurangi West Hall, 19 December 1979
39
Stella Younie to Rodney County Council, 21 March 1983
36
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Simple plans for a refurbished hall: Sketch by resident and architect Mathew Adams that was
part of the community’s response to a bid by a local entity to purchase the building and land for
private use, in 1983. Mahurangi West Hall and Reserve Incorporated

The re-blocking included 400 man-hours by public employment projects (PEP)
workers40, supervised by a builder who had retired to the area. The work, which was
undertaken during the financial year ended March 1984, did not extend to replacing
the bottom plates. These timbers, which also served as bearers, had deteriorated along
with the blocking on which they directly sat without the benefit of damp coursing.
(Failure to replace the plates necessitated the subsequent re-blocking, in 2006.)
To perform the work, the sub-floor area was accessed by the expedient of temporarily
removing the kauri flooring. There was no attempt to re-lay the kauri flooring
presentably, instead the whole was covered with particleboard.
During the 1980s, Sarah Ransom produced five dramas, each with progressively more
leading roles taken by children. (The first of two seasons of Toad of Toad Hall made
such an impression on one young ring-in that she subsequently invariably referred to
the hall as The Weasels.) The last play in the series was Mud River, written especially
by published author Wayne Innis. (The tradition was revived in 2005, when the last
formal function in the hall prior to its restoration was the performing of locally
written Anchor Me!—the cast, entirely consisting of local children, netted a $1000
contribution to hall funds.)
In probably the late 1980s, a limb of the large macrocarpa tree to the east of the
building fell damaging the roof and destroying the double hung sash windows in the
south wall. An hour earlier a meeting of the Mahurangi West & Pukapuka Ratepayers
& Residents Association had been adjourned on account of the unnerving noise
emitted by the storm-ravaged tree. Subsequently the balance of the tree was felled.

40

Application for Financial Assistance to the Rodney County Council, 24 August 1984

DAVE PEARSON ARCHITECTS LIMITED

25

MAHURANGI WEST HALL

A CONSERVATION PLAN

In 1995, Rodney District Council undertook an operational review. Chapter 32 41
states that, of the 25 halls it owned, eight, including Mahurangi West Hall, ‘do not
warrant long term retention’. The review discussed a number of possible strategies
including ‘Active demolition of halls having low utilisation factors’.
Rodney District Council held a series of meetings to gauge the level of community
support for individual halls. Mahurangi West’s meeting was on 2 June 1996, in the
hall. The result was a motivated group, with the proposed name of Mahurangi West
Hall and Reserve Society Incorporated, determined to work with the council ‘to
retain, develop and improve the hall and surrounding site to create a community
centre for this area’s growing populace’.

Professional response: Detail from the cover of the publication produced by the community in
response to the 1995 Rodney District Council report that states eight halls, including Mahurangi
West, ‘do not warrant long term retention’. Mahurangi West Hall and Reserve Incorporated

A professionally designed booklet, Mahurangi West Hall Project, detailing the
group’s proposals was produced. The plans42 involved relocating the hall some 30
metres further from the road. This was principally to allow for a parking area to be
created between the hall and the road but also with view to removing the likelihood of
additional vehicles crashing into the building. (After failing to negotiate the adjacent
bend in the Mahurangi West Road vehicles, on two occasions, had left the road and
crashed thought the post and wire fence into the hall. The second incident was after
the 1984 re-blocking, but the impact was such that the entire building was moved
some 150mm and required jacking back into position.)
However the plans did not proceed, primarily because the Rodney District Council
was becoming politically dysfunctional, culminating, on 21 March 200043, with the
resignation of mayor Doug Armstrong. As a result of delays with council decisionmaking, the considerable momentum built over five years was lost; the attentions of
the individual members of the group were required elsewhere.

Management of the District’s Halls and Community Centres, Rodney District Council, April 1995
Producer statement, Hutchinson Consultants Limited, 21 March 2000
43
Rodney Times, 23 March 2000
41
42
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Comprehensive plans for a relocated hall: Sketch by Hutchinson Consultants Ltd of car parking
and relocated hall, in 2000. The Mahurangi West community has received generous and unstinting
support from such professional firms for the retention and restoration of the hall.

By October 2002, determination to restore the building was boosted by energy
brought by new residents joining stalwarts Michael Owston-Doyle and Joan Willis—
a new society was formed and registered: Mahurangi West Hall and Reserve
Incorporated. An open day was held on site, the guest of honour being Rodney
District Council mayor, John Law. The mayor’s enthusiasm for the restoration was
emphasised by the pledge of a water tank. (A photograph taken on the day of the
mayor and mayoress seated side by side appeared on the mayor’s 2004 election
pamphlet—the ‘privy with a view’ setting apparent only to locals!)
The mayor strongly advocated that the hall not be relocated, or be added to. This
advice was subsequently reinforced by verbal advice provided by heritage architect,
Dave Pearson, and allowed the re-blocking to be progressed as the first practical
measure towards the building’s restoration.
In December 2004, ownership of the hall building44 was deeded to Mahurangi West
Hall and Reserve Incorporated. At the same time, the footprint of the hall was leased
to the society from the Rodney District Council, managers of the reserve for the
Crown.
During February 2006, the building was re-blocked and the building exterior repaired
and repainted. The re-blocking undertaken by G W & P E Grimmer Partnership
(George Grimmer), but with considerable labour provided by local volunteers.
Tradesmen volunteers undertook the exterior repairs, and general volunteers, the
painting. Funds contributed by locals in the 1990s were augmented by a $2,500
contribution from Rodney District Council’s Heritage Item Assistance Fund, and by
local businesses.
On 4 March 2006, the Mahurangi West Hall was formally re-opened with a hängi.
Around 200 people attended including John Law, mayor of Rodney District Council,
Lucy Withrington—one of the last four pupils to be enrolled. (Lucy’s father, Leo
Jury, had owned the property immediately northeast of the Scott brothers’ original
100 acres. When he sold, Lucy’s ‘replacement’, Ina Creed, daughter of the new farm
manager, Andrew Gillies, became the last ever45 pupil to be enrolled.)

44
45

Minutes of a meeting of the Rodney District Council Community and Environment Committee, 2 December 2004
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Since the Mahurangi Heads West School closed, the building has been used for a
wide range of community purposes. In addition to uses already detailed, it has been
used as a library, for birthday celebrations and a wedding.
The community’s current concept is to complement the historic building, largely
unaltered, with marquee site that would allow to the venue to be used for weddings
and larger community events, whilst retaining the 1800s ambience of the setting.
The strategy seeks to overcome the limitations on hiring opportunities inherent in the
diminutive original building, while ensuring the economic sustainability of the
resource—without destroying the building’s intrinsic appeal.
CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS
Date

Event

1820s

The first Europeans arrive in the Mahurangi area.

1841

The coastline between Takapuna and Te Arai Point is sold by Ngati
Paoa to the Crown: The Mahurangi Purchase.

1853

Te Hemara Tauhia convinces the Crown to reserve, for his people, the
land between Waiwera and Mahurangi West, and inland to the western
bounadary of the Mahurangi Purchase: Hemara Reserve.

1852

Thomas Stuart Scott purchases land in the Mahurangi.

1858

The first school in the Mahurangi area opens at Cowans Bay.

1861

The Auckland Provincial Government establishes a school in the
location that became Schoolhouse Bay, Scotts Landing. This school
replaces one at Lagoon Bay, which in turn replaced one said to have
been held in a barn at Rosedale, Te Kapa (preceding the purchase of
Rosedale by John Darrach).

1866

The Native Land Court grants Te Hemara Tauhia 6,691 acres of land
including the large Puhoi Block.

1872

9 August. The land on which the Mahurangi Heads West School would
later be established is included in 2,351 acres granted to Te Hemara.

1874

22 October. Te Hemara sells 100 acres to Thomas Flower Stewart
Scott and George Stewart Scott.

1881

John Darrach writes to the Board of Education advising of the number
of children who would benefit if a new school was to be built.

1881

Local Maori offer land for a new school.

1883

15 June. John Darrach again writes to the Board of Education urging
that a new school be constructed.
8 November. George Scott writes to the offering the Education Board
two acres of his land if the Board agrees to erect a school.
13 November. Mr Peacocke, School Inspector, gives his approval for
the school to be sited on George Scott’s land.
29 November. John Darrach writes to the board supporting the
selection of the school site.

1884

February. The site for the new school is surveyed.
8 July. The deed giving the land to the Education Board is signed by
the Scott brothers.
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1885

29 April. A tender notice for the new school appears in the paper.
The lowest tender of Mr T N Horsley of Warkworth is accepted.
23 May. A bond is signed by Mr Horsley and others.

1886

28 January. The first 16 pupils are enrolled at the new school.

1898

A new school is erected at Pohuehue and the inspector recommends
that the two schools operate on a half-time basis.

1899

March. Mr Jaffrey is appointed as half-time teacher for both schools.

1915

Emelie Alexis Dennis (née Lewenberg) begins teaching at both
schools.

1945

Three of the last pupils to be enrolled begin their time at the school.

1946

11 February. Gertrude Ina Creed (née Gillies) becomes the last pupil to
the enrolled at the Mahurangi Heads West School.
30 May. Mr Barker, Chairman of the Mahurangi West and Pukapuka
Ratepayers Association writes to the Education Board requesting that
the school remain.
11 June. The secretary of the Board replies that the minister has
approved the retention of the closed Mahurangi Heads West School for
community purposes.

1947

28 February. The Acting Director of Education accepts the
recommendation of the Board and grants the settlers the use of the
building for religious and community purposes.
27 September. The ratepayers association accepts the Education
Department’s conditions and forms a committee to maintain the
building.

1952

The school site becomes a recreational reserve.

1954

6 May. The site is formally gazetted as a reserve.

1961

August. A Mahurangi West Domain Board is formed.

1966

June. The Minister of Lands dismisses the board and appoints the
Rodney District Council as the new board.

1968

The Auckland Regional Authority establishes the Mahurangi Regional
Park..

1979

The two acres on which the hall stands are formally classified as a
reserve for local purposes and the building is designated as a public
hall.

1995

The Rodney District Council undertakes a review of the halls in its
district. The hall is described as being in need of major maintenance
and demolition is suggested.
The Mahurangi West Hall Restoration Society is formed to retain,
develop and improve the hall.

2002

Mahurangi West Hall and Reserve Incorporated is registered.

2004

Ownership of the hall building is transferred to Mahurangi West Hall
and Reserve Incorporated; the footprint is leased to the society.

2006

February: The building is re-blocked and the building exterior repaired
and repainted, with a large component of voluntary labour.
March: The hall is re-opened with a hängi.
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

LOCATION AND CONTEXT
The Mahurangi West Hall is located on the Mahurangi West Road, some 20
kilometres south of Warkworth and 66 kilometres north of Auckland.
It is sited at the head of a valley that looks down to the Pukapuaka estaury on the
Mahurangi Harbour. On the other side of the harbour is the Mahurangi Peninsula and,
beyond this, Kawau Island. A short distance to the southwest is the town of Puhoi.

The Mahurangi West Hall in context. DPAL, 2006

SITE
The former school site comprises approximately two acres (8096 square metres).
Access is off Mahurangi West Road by way of a metalled driveway which leads
down to a recently formed metalled carpark.
Buildings on the site comprise the school itself and a small “long-drop” toilet. The
remnants of a concrete path lead from the school to the toilet. (Small-scale
earthworks creating a parking area, in March 2006, cover remnants of a path to the
site of the ‘boys’ toilet, to the west.) A water tank to collect rainwater from the roof
has recently been installed alongside the western boundary.

Mahurangi West Hall siting. Note the
“long-drop” toilet and various
plantings. DPAL, 2006
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The remainder of the site is grassed. There are three large macrocarpa trees, one in
the southwest corner of the property and a pair 20 some metres distant along the
western boundary. They appear to be the remnants of a shelterbelt and some storm
damage is evident. In the northeast quarter there are a number of mature, remnant
tötara and püriri, the largest having a trunk 6.6 metres in girth, and in the centre of
property several relatively young tötara.
PLAN LAYOUT OF THE SCHOOL
As originally constructed, the Mahurangi Heads West School was “T” shaped in plan
and comprised a single classroom and an entry porch. The classroom was rectangular
and measured 26’0” (7.9 metres) x 17’6” (5.3 metres). The building was orientated
with the shorter end wall of the classroom facing slightly west of north.
On the western side of the classroom the
entry porch was constructed. This space
was also rectangular and had dimensions
of 13’3” (4.0 metres) x 9’0” (2.9 metres).
The plan of the building as originally
drawn is reproduced at left, although the
building as constructed was reversed (i.e.
the interior and exterior doors to the left,
and the fireplace to the right).
Entry to the building was by way of a
single door on the south side of the porch.
From the porch a door led into the
classroom. The building was heated by an
open fire located on the wall between the
classroom and the porch.
Floor plan of Mahurangi School. Note the
building as constructed was actually reversed.
Archives NZ

Sometime after 1974, a new entry porch was constructed at the entrance and an
opening made into directly into the hall. The original exterior doorway was boarded
up, the original entry porch becoming a dedicated kitchen. Sometime before that date,
possibly in the 1960s, the brick fireplace and chimney were removed.

Plan of Mahurangi West Hall 1995. Note
the new entry porch. At this stage the
exterior door was on the south side of
the porch. The porch has since been
reconstructed with the door in the west
wall. Michael Owston-Doyle
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
The schoolhouse as originally built had a gable roof above the classroom with its
ridge running north/south. A secondary gable was constructed over the entry porch
(now the kitchen) with its ridge running in an east/westerly direction. Each of the
gable ends had a turned finial.
Sometime after 1960, when the building had become a community hall, a new entry
porch with a lean-to roof was constructed in the southwest corner. This area has
recently been rebuilt.
The north elevation of the former school comprises a gable end wall with a single
double hung window comprising two sashes, each of which has six lights. The east
elevation has two similar double hung windows, each with an “eyebrow” moulding.
The south elevation mirrors the north elevation with its gable end. It has a single sash
window with twelve lights with an “eyebrow” similar to those on the east elevation.
The later porch with its lean-to roof can be seen on this elevation. The west elevation
features the gable end to the secondary roof over the kitchen. Also on this elevation
can be seen the later porch with its single entry door.

Mahurangi West Hall. East and north elevation (left) and west and south elevations. Note the later
entry porch. DPAL, 2006

EARLY EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS
The Mahurangi West Hall is instantly recognisable as a former school building. It is
one of many such buildings designed by Education Board architects and constructed
in the Auckland Region and beyond in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Other almost identical buildings include Huia School (now Huia Lodge) on
the Manukau Harbour and the former Kohukohu School at Rawene, Northland.
Schools of the period generally had steeply pitched roofs which allowed them to have
an impressive internal stud height. The rooms were large and the use of tall double
hung windows ensured that they were light and airy. Ornamentation was restrained,
comprising a limited number of mouldings and, in some cases, cut timber patterns on
the bargeboards or decorative brackets supporting the eaves. The buildings were
almost always constructed of timber.
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Kohukohu School. DPAL, 2004

Huia Lodge. Huia Settlers Museum

The former Mahurangi School has a characteristic institutional quality that originates
from its use of standardised building components and forms. The exterior is simple in
its design with its pitched gable roof and symmetrical placement of window openings.
The building details such as the 12-light double hung windows and, in the interior,
the extensive use of vertical tongue and groove panelling and sarking are common to
schools of the period. Many of the smaller elements used in school construction were
standard features, sometimes specified from catalogues such as that produced by the
Kauri Timber Company. Inside, the scale of the classroom is impressive for the small
size of the building. The space conveys an effect of severity appropriate for a
Victorian classroom with ornamentation being confined to moulded window and door
architraves. A similar moulding is found around the ceiling vents.

12 light double hung window. Note
moulded architrave. DPAL, 2006

From the beginning of the twentieth century, the design of school buildings began to
change. In an article published in 1927 in the New Zealand Architectural and
Building Review, school buildings from around the turn of the century were described
by a former Education Architect, John Mitchell, as being “transitional” that is
bridging the gap between accommodating a Victorian style of teaching and a more
progressive style. By the 1920s, the design of classrooms was radically different.
Bigger windows and large sliding doors provided increased levels of light and
ventilation and changed the relationship between the classroom and the outside
environment. Stud heights were reduced to provide a more human scale and roof
pitches became shallower.
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CONSTRUCTION
The specification for ‘a School House at Mahurangi Heads’ describes the
construction of the building, here abbreviated (the original handwritten specification
is reproduced at the end of the document):
Blocks

Ground blocks to be puriri (split out of large trees) not less than 8” x
8” and of the necessary lengths, sunk to solid foundation not less than
18” deep…

Chimney

…The brickwork to be neatly pointed and the fireplace to be
whitewashed thrice. The bricks to be whole and well burnt of
approved quality, the mortar to be made from fresh lime and clean
sharp sand mixed in the proportion of one to one.

Materials

Plates and runners 4 x 3 under floors to be the best heart of kauri, the
other timber to be the best first class marketable kauri free from
defects. The shingles to be split heart of kauri.

Framing

Plates and runners to be purposely
scarfed over blocks and at the angles,
secured with a 6” spike to each block,
top plates 4 x 3 scarfed over a stud and
at the angles, well nailed, door, window
and angle studs to be 4 x 3, all other
studs to be 4 x 2 spaced not more than
18” apart ……. All the framing to be
well braced with 6” boards let in to the
studs and plates flush and nailed on.
Mahurangi Hall wall framing. DPAL

Joists

Floor joists to be 6 x 2 spaced 18” apart notched down on the plates
and runners ½” and side nailed, they are also to be nailed to the studs
where practicable.

Roof

Rafters and ceiling joists to be 6 x 2 spaced 18” apart, each pair of
long rafters to have a collar tie 6 x 1½ and ceiling joist 6 x 2 for
coved ceiling, they are to be notched on the rafters and nailed, ridge 9
x 1½, a pair of 4 x 2 rafters to be fixed over each gable to carry barge
boards etc. …the remainder of the roof is to be battened with 6 x 1
boards spaced 4” apart for shingling…

Unfortunately a page is missing from the specification at this point. A similar
specification probably written around the same time includes 9” x ¾” weatherboards,
6” x 1” floor boards and 9” x ¾” matched and beaded lining and ceiling boards. The
specification continues:
Windows

Window frames with 2” sashes, double hung provided with proper
lines, weights and pulleys. Sashes to be glazed with good glass and
fitted with all necessary stops, slips and parking beads, fastened with
strong brass sash fasteners. Sills to be wrot out of 9 x 3 double sunk
and weathered.
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Doors

Frames for doors to be 6 x 2 wrot and rebated, sill of outer door to be
wrot out of 9 x 3 rounded …. Outer door to be 2” four panel bead
flush outside, moulded inside hung with 5” wrot butts and fastened
with an 8” rim lock. Door into school room to be 4 panel moulded
both sides hung with 2” butts and fastened with a 7” rim lock…

Fittings

To fix to all doors and windows inside and out 5” moulded
architraves with proper scribing pieces
outside. To fix label mouldings to door
and windows outside as shown wrot out
of 3½” x 3½” scribed to weatherboards.
To fit a plain neat chimney piece to the
fireplace of the value of 20/- mantel
shelf wrot out of 7 x 1½ let into the
lining, jambs 1¼ “ stuff, to provide and
fix where directed 4 doz of wrot iron
wire hat pegs of approved pattern and
quality. To provide and fix an iron
scraper to outer door…
Window detail. DPAL, 2006

Provide and fit in porch a washstand 2’2” high, the top wrot out of
1½ stuff… provide countersink and fix a 14” iron enamelled
washbasin with brass plug and extra strong brass chain complete.
Provide a large strong bucket to go under basin bore 12 holes in floor
under the basin with a 1” bit to take away waste water through bucket
overflow… Provide and fix on puriri blocks and strong framing of 4
x 4 a 400 gallon iron square tank, the top of the framing to be high
enough to supply water to the basin from the bottom of the tank…
Plumber

All flashings to be No 10 zinc, flash round chimney shaft, the zinc to
be steeped and well tucked into the brickwork afterwards point with
cement…. Provide and strongly fix to all eaves 5” galvanised iron
spouting. Water to be lead across one gable and gable of porch in 3”
round galvanised iron piping as will be directed, fix 4” downpipe to
lead all the water from the roof into the tank…

The specification then includes a reference to the provision of closets. It appears,
however, that the closets were not provided when the school was first built.
Painting

All the outside of the building usually painted including the tank and
stand …. The sashes, bargeboards, finials to finish white, the
buildings shade No 11, the architraves and facings shade no 15, all to
finish with a good body of paint. The inside of the outer door, the
inside door, all architraves inside, the washstand, the chimney piece
and margins the moulding around ventilators in ceiling are to be
stopped and sized twice with good glue size of light colour and then
varnished once with the best oak varnish.
The contractor is to remove and burn all shavings and rubbish from
the ground and leave all the glass whole and clean, the buildings are
to be scrubbed and left perfectly clean.
Tenders to be a lump sum for the whole work as specified.
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Tenders to be endorsed on the outside of the envelope “Tender for
School Building Mahurangi Heads”.
The specification is dated 24 April 1885.
CHANGES TO THE PLACE
The Site
The site is probably not greatly different from the time the building was used as a
school. The toilet appears to have been constructed sometime after 1915.
More recent changes known to have taken place on the site include the removal of a
large macrocarpa tree to the east of the school building and the removal of a water
tank and stand from alongside it. The metalled driveway and carpark has also recently
been formed.

Mahurangi West Hall c 1960–70. The chimney
is gone but the porch is yet to be constructed.
A limb of the large macrocarpa tree to the east
of the building subsequently fell damaging the
roof and destroying the double hung sash
windows in the south wall. Gertrude Gillies

The School
The school building has undergone some changes and these have been described
previously. The most significant changes to the exterior of the building include the
removal of the chimney from the roof and the construction of the entry porch at the
southwest corner. An “eyebrow” moulding is missing from above the window on the
north elevation. In early 2006, the exterior of the building was restored and the entry
porch reconstructed. This included relocating the door from the south to the west
elevation.

Mahurangi West Hall prior to exterior
restoration. Note water tank and stand.
Note also porch with window in west wall.
DPAL, 2005
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Some changes have also occurred to the building interior. The most significant of
these has been the conversion of the original porch into a kitchen. Cupboards and
other fittings have been installed and the original external doorway has been blocked
off. The brick fireplace and chimney have been removed and a hatch provided
between the kitchen and the main space.
Other minor changes that have occurred include the installation of fluorescent light
fittings and the overlaying of the original tongue and groove floor with particle board.
In the southeast corner, an area of wall has been overlaid with a wood fibre board,
apparently after a car crashed through the wall. Recently, the opening between the
main space and the entry porch has been enlarged by removing a section of the wall.

Interior of the former classroom. Note the
hatch to the kitchen where the chimney was
formerly located. Note also the particleboard
floor. DPAL 2006
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MAHURANGI WEST HALL

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT
The various elements or fabric that make up any historic building or structure have
their own intrinsic value and the contribution they make to the overall significance of
the building can be assessed. The cultural significance of the building as a whole can
also be assessed and given an overall rating of significance.
In the following section, an assessment is made of the significance of the elements or
fabric that make up the Mahurangi West Hall. The overall significance of the building
is then assessed and expressed as a “Statement of Significance”.
Origin of Elements
In the assessment an indication is given of the assumed period from which each
element originates.
Original fabric (OF)

Original fabric is that fabric which dates from the time the
school was originally constructed.

Later fabric (LF)

Later fabric is generally that which was added since the
building ceased to function as a school in 1946.

Degree of Significance
The degree of significance of each element is assessed in accordance with the
following scale:
Considerable

This fabric is considered to make an important contribution
to the overall significance of the building.

Some

Fabric having some significance makes a comparatively
minor contribution to overall significance.

Not significant

Fabric in this category may not have any particular
significance, however, it allows the building to function.

Intrusive

Intrusive fabric consists of accretions that detract from
overall significance or which obscure fabric of greater value.
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SIGNIFICANCE OF ELEMENTS
Setting
Setting
The trees and other plantings surrounding
the school contribute to the significance of
the place. Although some changes have
occurred, the setting retains considerable
significance.
Considerable significance
Large püriri tree.
Some Significance
Macrocarpa, totara and püriri trees,
remnants of concrete paths (LF).
Not significant
Metalled driveway
“Long drop” toilet
The toilet originally dated from around
1915 but has recently been reconstructed. It
has some significance.
Some significance
Early fabric including framing &
weatherboards (LF).
Not significant
Later fabric including door (LF).

Building Exterior
Roof
The roofscape has changed with the
removal of the chimney and the addition of
the entry porch. Overall, it has some
significance.
Considerable Significance
Gabled roof forms (OF).
Some Significance
Corrugated steel roofing, flashings etc (LF).
Not significant
Roof to porch (LF).
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South Elevation
The south elevation has been altered with
the addition of the entry porch. The south
elevation has considerable significance.
Considerable Significance
Barge boards, finial, moulding above
window, window facings, original
weatherboards (OF).
Not significant
12 light window, weatherboarding to entry
porch (LF).
Intrusive
Plastic spouting (LF).
East Elevation
The east elevation is generally in its original
form. It has considerable significance.
Considerable Significance
Moulding above windows, window facings,
double hung windows, original
weatherboards, corner boxes (OF).
Intrusive
Plastic spouting & downpipe (LF).

North Elevation
The north elevation is generally in its
original form. It has considerable
significance.
Considerable Significance
Window facings, double hung windows,
original weatherboards, corner boxes,
bargeboards, finials (OF).
Intrusive
Plastic spouting to porch & downpipe (LF).

West Elevation
The west elevation has changed with the
addition of the entry porch. It has
considerable significance.
Considerable Significance
Barge boards, finial, moulding above
window, window facings, original
weatherboards (OF).
Not significant
Entry door (recycled), weatherboarding to
entry porch, steps (LF).
Intrusive
Plastic spouting (LF).
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Building Interior
Former classroom
This space is generally as constructed
although some changes have occurred,
including the removal of the chimney. It has
considerable significance.
Considerable Significance
Tongue & groove wall & ceiling lining,
moulded trim to window, door to kitchen &
ceiling ventilators (OF).
Not significant
Hatch to kitchen (LF).
Intrusive
Light fittings & heater, wall lining overlay,
recent opening to entry porch, particle board
floor (LF).
Former entry (kitchen)
This area has been altered with the inclusion
of kitchen fittings. It has some significance.
Considerable Significance
Tongue & groove wall & ceiling lining,
door to classroom, moulded trim to window
& door (OF).
Some significance
Original entry doorway on south wall (OF).
Not significant
Hatch, kitchen fittings (LF).
Intrusive
Light fittings & heater, particle board
flooring, switchboard, cabling, fire
extinguisher (LF).

Subfloor
The building has been reblocked and new
bearers installed. The subfloor area has some
significance.
Some Significance
Original joists (OF).
Not relevant
Recent timber piles, bearers & braces (LF).

DAVE PEARSON ARCHITECTS LIMITED

41

MAHURANGI WEST HALL

A CONSERVATION PLAN

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
HISTORIC
SIGNIFICANCE

A building may have historic significance through its association with
individuals, ideas or events.
Events
As a place where children were educated, the former school building
played a significant part in the development of the Mahurangi area. The
school was used as a church as early as the 1880s and for various social
functions, public meetings and as a polling booth.
After the school closed, the building continued to be used for a range of
community activities.
Associations
The school is associated with prolific Mahurangi shipbuilder John
Darrach, William Benjamin Jackson and other members of the
community who agitated for its establishment. It is also associated with
the Scott brothers who donated the land (particularly George Scott, five
of whose children were in the first enrolment), the architect, and Mr
Horsley who build it.
The former school is also significant for its associations with its early
teachers such as Mr Jaffrey and Emelie Dennis (née Lewenberg) as well
as the pupils who attended the school.

AESTHETIC
VALUE

A building may have aesthetic significance by way of its visual and
architectural qualities.
Contextual
The former schoolhouse is sited in a prominent position on a hill
overlooking the upper Pukapuka estuary. It is a well-known landmark on
the Mahurangi West Road and is seen by visitors on that scenic ridge
road en route to the Mahurangi Regional Park.
Architectural
Designed by an Education Board architect, the school is typical of many
school buildings built towards the end of the nineteenth century. It is
characterised by its functional design, economy of detail, durability of
materials and its standardised plan and components. It is notable for its
simple and well-proportioned form.

SOCIAL
SIGNIFICANCE

A building may have social significance by way of its ability to
demonstrate cultural, spiritual, or traditional behavioural patterns.
Cultural
The Mahurangi Heads West School was a product of the 1874 Education
Act, which aimed to improve education throughout the colony. The school
was used for various activities and became a focal point for the Mahurangi
community.
Its use for social gatherings is important in that it illustrates the pattern of
daily life in remote areas in rural New Zealand in the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.
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A building may have scientific significance if it provides information as
to how it may previously have been used. It may also demonstrate
particular construction techniques of the period.
Technological
The school building illustrates construction techniques used in institutional
buildings in the late nineteenth century. These include the mortice and
tenoned framing, the extensive use of tongue and groove wall linings and
the double hung windows and panelled doors.
Rarity
The former school maintains a high degree of originality with relatively
few modifications having been carried out and this contributes to its
significance.
Of the many early school buildings that were constructed, relatively few
survive. In the future, such buildings will become rarer as others continue
to be neglected or are demolished.
Functional
Although modified, the educational function of the building is still evident
in the plan with the larger classroom and the smaller cloakroom being
readily discernable.

OVERALL
RATING

The Mahurangi West Hall is considered to have historic, aesthetic, social
and scientific significance. It is considered to have an overall rating of
considerable significance.
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PART TWO
CONSERVATION POLICIES
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A FRAMEWORK FOR CONSERVATION POLICIES

FACTORS AFFECTING THE CONSERVATION OF THE MAHURANGI WEST HALL
The conservation of the Mahurangi West Hall is constrained and limited by a number
of factors that need to be taken into account when formulating conservation policies.
Any work to adapt the building for a new use is constrained by the necessity to
conserve elements and fabric identified as having cultural heritage significance.
Identified constraints that might affect the Mahurangi West Hall include the
following:








The cultural significance of the building.
Protection afforded by the Historic Places Act.
Protection afforded by the Rodney District Council City District Plan (under the
Resource Management Act).
Requirements of the Building Act (fire egress, access for disabled etc.).
The need to maintain conservation standards.
The requirements of the building owner.
The physical condition of the building.

CONSTRAINTS ARISING FROM THE BUILDING’S CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
From the Statement of Significance, a series of constraints arise that will influence
conservation policies as follows:


No work should be carried out that removes or conceals the building’s former or
current use or evidence of events that may have taken place therein.



No work should be carried out that reduces the association of various
individuals with the building.



No work should be undertaken that reduces the building’s architectural value or
aesthetic integrity.



No work should be carried out that removes evidence of the earlier form or layout
of the former school.



No work should be carried out that conceals or reduces technological evidence
such as original construction techniques.



No work should be carried out that alters or removes significant fabric unless
absolutely necessary. This may occur where deterioration has occurred or where
there is no practical alternative if the building’s on-going viability is to be ensured.

HERITAGE PROTECTION
New Zealand Historic Places Trust Pouhere Taonga
The Mahurangi West Hall is not currently registered as an Historic Place by the
Historic Places Trust Pouhere Taonga. It is recommended that consideration be given
to applying for registration.
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Archaeological Site
Under Section 2 of the Historic Places Act, a place associated with pre-1900 human
activity is defined as an archaeological site and is afforded protection under the Act.
As the school was established prior to this date, the site will automatically be deemed
to be an archaeological site. If earthworks are proposed, an Authority to modify the
site may need to be sought from the NZ Historic Places Trust.
At present, the site has no known archaeological significance from previous
occupations.
Territorial Authority (Rodney District Council)
The Mahurangi West Hall (former school) is scheduled as item H198 in the Rodney
District Council Proposed Plan in Appendix 17B “Historic Structures, Sites and Fixed
Objects Listed for Protection”. Reasons for scheduling include the following:
Historic, Community Association, Symbolic, Educational, Architectural, Context,
Rarity and Integrity 1,2,3,5. The protection extends to a distance of 15 metres from
the protected item.
The following rules (abbreviated) apply to items scheduled in Appendix 17B of the
proposed Rodney District Plan:
Activity Rules
The District Plan provides for “Permitted”, “Restricted Discretionary” and
“Discretionary” activities. Permitted activities are defined as follows:
(a)

Any of the following activities in relation to a structure, site or fixed object
listed at Appendix 17B:
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Redecoration, repair and insignificant alteration of any existing fabric
or detailing carried out in a manner and design similar to those
originally used, which does not detract from those features for which
the item has been scheduled.
In relation to grounds around a building, structure or fixed object,
routine maintenance including all normal work requirements to use,
maintain and enjoy all existing garden or landscape features or
structures…
Unless the plan otherwise provides, alterations to the interior of a
building or structure or to its grounds.

(b)

The development of buildings, parking areas or earthworks on the site of the
listed item outside the area defined in the relevant Appendix.

(c)

The removal of trees or parts of trees listed at Appendix 17C that are an
immediate danger to life or property or are dead.

Restricted Discretionary Activities include:
(a)

Restoration of, and alterations or additions to any items listed at Appendix
17B.
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Development of buildings, parking areas for more than four cars, or
earthworks on the site of a listed item if within the area defined in the
relevant Appendix.

Discretionary Activities include:
(a)

Use of an item or the site of a listed item for a purpose which is not a
Permitted or Controlled activity.

(b)

Erection of an additional dwelling on the site of a dwelling that is a protected
item.

(c)

Destruction of a listed item.

LEGISLATION
Resource Management Act 1991 & RMA Amendment Act 2003
Purpose of the Resource Management Act
The purpose of the Resource Management Act 1991 is to promote the sustainable
management of natural and physical resources, including historic heritage. “Historic
Heritage” is defined as “those natural and physical resources that contribute to an
understanding and appreciation of New Zealand’s history and cultures, deriving from
any of the following qualities:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)

Archaeological
Architectural
Cultural
Historic
Scientific
technological

The term “Historic Heritage” includes:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

historic sites, structures, places, and areas; and
archaeological sites; and
sites of significance to Maori, including wahi tapu; and
surroundings associated with the natural and physical resources. ,

The RMA Amendment Act 2003 strengthens historic heritage provisions and provides
the following definition: historic heritage “means those natural and physical
resources that contribute to an understanding and appreciation of New Zealand’s
history and culture.”
Section 6 of the RMA refers to Matters of National Importance. Under the Act, the
use, development and protection of natural and physical resources are to be managed
and certain matters of national importance are to be recognised and provided for. The
RMA Amendment Act 2003 added the “protection of historic heritage from
inappropriate subdivision, use and development” to the list of matters of national
importance.
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The Building Act 2004 and Amendment Act 2005
Purpose of the Building Act 2004
To purpose of the Building Act 2004 is to ensure that
a)
b)

c)
d)

people that use buildings can do so safely and without endangering their
health; and
buildings have attributes that contribute appropriately to the health,
physical independence, and the well-being of the people that use them;
and
people that use the building can escape from the building if it is on fire;
and
buildings are designed, constructed, and able to the used in ways that
promote sustainable development.

Dangerous and Earthquake-prone Buildings
Under Section 121 of the Act, a building is described as being “dangerous” if, in the
ordinary course of events, it is “likely to cause injury or death (whether by collapse or
otherwise) to any persons in it or to persons on other property” or “damage to other
property”. A dangerous building can also be one that, in the event of fire, can cause
injury or death to any persons in the building or on other property.
In section 122, the Act defines an earthquake-prone building as one that if “having
regard to its condition and to the ground on which it is built, and because of its
construction, the building –
(a)
will have its ultimate capacity exceeded in a moderate earthquake; and
(b)
would be likely to collapse causing–
(i)
injury or death to persons in the building or to persons on an other
property; or
(ii)
damage to any other property.
Section 131 of the Act requires territorial authorities to adopt a policy on dangerous,
earthquake-prone and insanitary buildings. The policy is also required to state how it
will apply to heritage buildings.
A timber building such as the Mahurangi West Hall is unlikely to be considered a
dangerous or earthquake prone building. At the time the building was inspected, no
particular defects were observed that could have structural implications.
However, once the Rodney District Council finalises its policy on dangerous or
earthquake-prone buildings, it is likely that each building will need to undergo an
initial assessment to determine whether it might be earthquake-prone.
Alterations to Existing Buildings
With reference to alterations to existing buildings, the Amendment Act prevents a
building consent authority from granting a building consent unless the authority is
satisfied that, after the alteration, the building will –
(a)

comply, as nearly as is reasonably practicable with the provisions of the
building code that relate to –
(i)
means of escape from fire; and
(ii)
access and facilities for persons with disabilities
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Change of Use
Under section 115 of the Building Act 2004, an owner is prevented from changing the
use of a building unless the territorial authority gives written notice that it is satisfied,
on reasonable grounds, that the building, in its new use, will –
(i)

comply, as nearly as is reasonably practicable with every provision of the
building code that relates to either or both of the following matters:
(A)
(B)

means of escape from fire, protection or other property, sanitary
facilities, structural performance, and fire-rating performance:
access and facilities for persons with disabilities

Buildings of Cultural, Historical or Heritage Value
Section 4 of the Building Act 2004 recognises the need to facilitate the preservation
of buildings of significant cultural, historical or heritage value. Under section 39, the
territorial authority is required to notify the New Zealand Historic Places Trust of any
application for a project information memorandum where the application affects a
registered historic place, historic area, wahi tapu or wahi tapu area.
Disabled Persons Community Welfare Act 1975 and Amendments
Section 25(1) of the Disabled Persons Community Welfare Act 1975 requires that
any new building or building undergoing major reconstruction to which the public are
to be admitted makes provision for reasonable and adequate access for disabled
persons who may be expected to visit or work in that building and carry out normal
activities and processes therein. This applies to means of access both to and within
the building, parking provisions and sanitary conveniences.
Under Section 25(2) any provision that is made to meet the requirements of disabled
persons is to be in accordance with the code of practice for design for access and use
of the building by disabled persons NZS 4121:2001.
There is, however, provision in the Building Act 2004 that enables the Chief
Executive of the department of State responsible for the administration of the
Building Act 2004 to grant a waiver or modification of the building code
requirements for existing buildings in respect to access and facilities for use by
people with disabilities.
The hall is not currently accessible nor are there any toilet facilities for persons with
disabilities. If changes are made to the building, provision may need to be made to
cater for such individuals.
Fire Protection
A fire report was not required as part of this commission. The small size of the
building makes it unlikely that alternative means of egress would be required,
although restrictions may need to be put on the number of people in the building at
any one time.
Although not required under the Building Act, consideration could be given to the
installation of a stand-alone domestic type sprinkler system as a way of protecting the
fabric of the building in the event of a fire.
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AIMS OF THE BUILDING OWNER
Mahurangi West Hall and Reserve Incorporated intends to restore and maintain the
hall for use by the local community. Considerable work has already been undertaken
to the exterior of the building and the society now intends to restore the interior. It is
also intended to pave the parking area. Other possible future projects include:






A new toilet block to the west of the old schoolhouse.
A wheelchair access ramp to the building.
A deck on the north side of the building with new access doors.
The creation of a marquee site below the hall.
The creation of a parking area for 30 cars, possibly extending beyond the eastern
boundary.

Once the form of the future projects has been determined, an assessment should be
made of their impact on the heritage values of the place. The deck and the wheelchair
ramp, in particular, have the potential to detract from the building if not carefully
designed. At all times, the overriding consideration should be a determination to
conserve the building’s cultural heritage values.
CONDITION OF THE BUILDING
The exterior of the building has recently been restored by members of the society and
is in good condition with only a few minor defects evident. The condition of the
building is outlined as follows:
External Surfaces


Roofing and Accessories
The roof to the school including all flashings and accessories has recently been
repainted and appears in good condition.



Spouting and Downpipes
The spouting and downpipes are plastic. They have recently been installed and
are in good condition. However, being plastic, they tend to detract from the
heritage qualities of the building.



External Sheathing
The weatherboards and trim have recently been repainted and are in good
condition. An “eyebrow” moulding is currently missing from the window on the
north wall. The building is also currently without base boarding.



Joinery
The joinery is generally in good condition although some defects are evident.
These include unfinished paintwork, cracked glass and deteriorated putty. In
some instances the sash members are separating. The window to the north wall
has extensive decay in the sill and frame. The sill has also cracked as a result of
exposure to the sun.
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Subfloor
The building has recently been reblocked using tanalised timber piles and new
bearers. All joists are original and are in good condition.

Internal Surfaces


Ceilings
The tongue and groove ceilings are in good condition. The mesh is missing from
one of the ceiling vents. The recently reconstructed porch currently has no
ceiling.



Walls
The tongue and groove wall linings are generally in good condition although
some various holes are evident and some boards have split. In the south east
corner, the original wall linings have been overlaid with particle board sheets,
apparently following damage caused by a runaway car.
The former door opening between the kitchen and the porch has been boarded
over with a sheet or particle board. Within the kitchen are holes in the wall from
previous water pipes. The recently reconstructed porch currently has no wall
linings.



Trim
The trim is generally intact although nail holes are evident where the trim was
refixed after the sash cords were replaced. Some sill boards and mouldings are
loose. A section of the architrave to the window on the north wall has been cut
away and the sill bead is missing.
The doorway between the former schoolroom and newly reconstructed porch has
recently been enlarged. This has yet to be trimmed out.



Joinery
The hatch to the kitchen has jammed in place. Cracks are evident to the panels in
the door between the main room and the kitchen. The door hardware has been
changed.



Floors
The original floors have been overlaid with particle board sheets. Looking from
underneath the building, the original tongue and groove floor appears to be intact.



Fittings and Fixtures
The kitchen benches and cupboards are not original and are in fair condition only.



Applied Finishes
The paint finishes have deteriorated and various chips and other defects are
apparent.
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Services
Electrics. The condition of the electrical wiring is unknown. Although most of the
wiring is concealed, some has been surface run in the kitchen. The light fittings
and heaters are older models.



Foul Water. There is currently no sewerage disposal system on the site. The
single toilet on site is a “long-drop” variety. It is likely that a disposal system will
be required if use of the site increases.



Stormwater. The rainwater is collected from the roof and conveyed to the storage
tank. The stormwater collection system has recently been replaced.



Water Supply. Water for the building is piped from the storage tank, filtered and
UV treated. The system is in good condition.
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CONSERVATION POLICIES

Following on from the Statement of Significance and taking into account statutory
requirements, as well as those of the Mahurangi West Hall Restoration Society as
owner of the building, a series of conservation policies can be formulated to ensure
that the significance of the old school is retained and enhanced.
PROPOSED USES
Policy 2.1 - Viable Uses
An historic building should have a viable use as a means of aiding its survival.
That use should be appropriate so as not to detract from the significance of the
place.
The ICOMOS Charter states that “the conservation of a place is usually facilitated by
it serving a socially, culturally or economically viable purpose”.
Wherever possible, a heritage building should continue to be used for its original
purpose as a way of maintaining its heritage values. In the case of the Mahurangi
West Hall, it was constructed as a schoolhouse and continued to be used for that
purpose until it was closed in 1946. It then became surplus to requirements and no
longer needed for educational purposes.
Since then the building has been used for community purposes. That use is considered
to be appropriate and is seen as generally facilitating the conservation of the building.
RETENTION OF SIGNIFICANCE
Policy 3.1 – Retention of Significant Fabric
Significant fabric should be retained wherever possible as a means of
preserving overall significance. Any intervention should be undertaken with
regard to the significance of individual elements.
Fabric assessed as being significant contributes to the overall significance of the
building and should be retained wherever possible. The significance of the former
school is likely to be diminished if elements are subjected to inappropriate activities.


Considerable Significance. These elements should be retained unless
extraordinary circumstances require their removal. Any intervention should be
limited to processes of stabilisation, maintenance, repair or restoration.



Some significance. Where possible, these elements should generally be retained
in their present form. A greater degree of intervention may be permitted to
accommodate, for example a new use.



Not Significant. These elements are generally not significant but allow the building
to function. They may be retained, providing fabric of greater significance is not
obscured or removed.
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Policy 3.2 – Remedial Work
Remedial work should be carried out as required. Materials used should be
consistent with the historic fabric and original construction techniques should
be replicated where appropriate.
Remedial work to the old school should aim to preserve as much significant fabric as
possible and particularly original fabric. Significant fabric should only be replaced
where it has ceased to function satisfactorily or where its deteriorated condition is
placing other fabric at risk. Material that has weathered but which is still in sound
condition should be respected as evidence of the building’s history.
Remedial work to the former school should match original work on the building.
Original construction techniques and detailing should be replicated when undertaking
such work and timber sizes and finishes should match the original.
Policy 3.3 – Maintenance
A regular maintenance regime should be implemented as a means of
preserving fabric.
A planned regime of regular repair and maintenance will slow down the processes of
decay and is an important weapon in any effort to preserve fabric in an historic
building. It is recommended that a maintenance plan be prepared and implemented
for the old school once the remedial work has been completed.
RECOVERY OF SIGNIFICANCE
Policy 4.1- Return to Earlier Form
Where appropriate, consideration should be given to returning the former
school to a known earlier form.
Returning an historic building to an earlier form can be a legitimate way of recovering
cultural significance. Any return to an earlier form should, however, always be based
on available evidence such as historic photographs and drawings and may involve the
following processes:
 Reconstruction. This involves the use of new material to rebuild an element in its
original form.
 Removal of Accretions. Accretions are defined as additions to an original building.
Accretions listed as being intrusive in the assessment of significance should be
removed.
In the case of the former school, it remains generally in its original form although the
entry porch has been added. This area is reasonably sympathetic to the original
building and helps the building to function in its new role. There is, therefore, no
requirement that it be removed.
Internally, some changes have occurred, including the removal of the fireplace, the
installation of a kitchen in the former cloak room and the provision of a serving hatch
where the fireplace was previously located. These changes can be accepted as
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evidence of the way the building has been changed to accommodate its new role and
may remain.
Some elements are noted in the assessment of significance as being intrusive and
consideration should be given to their removal or replacement with less intrusive
versions.
NEW WORK
Policy 5.1 – Materials and Workmanship
Materials and workmanship for new or reconstructive work where
significance is being recovered should be of a standard comparable with the
original building.
The school was well constructed by carpenters who obviously took pride in their
work. Any new work should be of a similar standard as a way of respecting the skills
of the original builders. New work should also be reversible wherever possible.
Policy 5.2 – Adaptation
New work required to adapt the building for a new use should be sympathetic
to its original form.
Any work required to adapt the building for a new use should be sympathetic to its
original form so as not to detract from its heritage values. Work to adapt the building
should only be carried out if it is considered essential. This might apply to elements
such as ramps and decks around the building.
INTERPRETATION
Policy 6.1 –Interpretive Material
Appropriate interpretative material should be provided.
Visitors to any historic place generally seek to have an enriching experience and the
value of this depends, to a large extent, on whether interpretive material is provided
and the quality of that material. Interpretive material should aim to tell a story and
engage the attention of the visitor by being informative and well presented.
Appropriate interpretive material should be provided in the old school building
describing its history. Copies of the original architectural drawing could also be
provided. Any changes that have taken place should be recorded.
CONSERVATION STANDARDS
Policy 7.1 – Conservation Standards
Appropriate standards should be maintained whenever work is carried out.
As a way of maintaining the integrity of the place all work should conform to
principles set out in the ICOMOS New Zealand Charter and be in accordance with
international standards for the conservation of places having cultural significance.
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Policy 7.2 – Recording of Conservation Processes
Conservation processes and other activities involving intervention should be
recorded.
A record should be made by photographic or other means of the activities to which
the former schoolhouse is subjected and placed in an appropriate archive. This will
ensure that a comprehensive account of the place is maintained for future reference.
Recording is particularly important in areas where changes are occurring or where
fabric is being removed or modified.
CONSULTATION AND REVIEW
Policy 8.1 – Review of Proposals
Proposals for work on the building should be reviewed by relevant authorities.
Any proposals for work on the schoolhouse should be discussed at an early stage with
organisations such as the New Zealand Historic Places Trust to ensure that the work
is generally in accordance with the principles as set down in the conservation plan
and the requirements of ICOMOS.
Policy 8.2 – Review of Conservation Plan
This conservation plan should be reviewed from time to time and amended as
necessary.
No conservation plan should ever be considered to ever be a final or completed
document. Rather it should be viewed as a “working document”. The plan should be
reviewed from time to time, say every five years, and amended as required to
incorporate new information.

DAVE PEARSON ARCHITECTS LIMITED

56

MAHURANGI WEST HALL

6

A CONSERVATION PLAN

IMPLEMENTATION OF CONSERVATION POLICIES

The following section outlines work required to implement the conservation policies.
It includes repair and remedial work and work to return the building to an earlier form
where appropriate.
External Surfaces


Spouting and Downpipes
While the practicalities of plastic spouting and downpipes are recognised, they
detract from the building. When the time comes for them to be replaced,
consideration could be given to replacing them with prefinished metal.



External Sheathing
The missing “eyebrow” detail should be reconstructed. Baseboarding should be
provided to the building.



Joinery
Repairs to the joinery should be completed as soon as possible. The frame and sill
to the window in the north wall, in particular, has decayed and repairs should be
undertaken without delay. Other work should include regluing of sashes where
members are separating, reputtying and the replacement of cracked panes.

Internal Surfaces


Ceilings
New mesh should be provided to the ceiling vent. A ceiling should be installed in
the porch area.



Walls
The particle board lining in the southeast corner of the main room should be
removed and repairs to the tongue and groove boarding carried out as required.
The former external doorway in the kitchen should be made good with new
tongue and groove lining to match the original.
Any split boards should be repaired and all nail holes boards filled. The holes in
the kitchen wall from old water pipes should be made good. New wall linings
should be provided to the entry porch.



Trim
All nail holes in window architraves should be filled. The architrave to the north
window should be repaired and a new sill bead provided. Any loose trim should
be refixed. A frame should be provided to the opening between the main space
and the entry porch and trimmed with moulded architraves.
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Joinery
Repairs should be carried out to the internal door where the panels have cracked.
The hatch to the kitchen needs to be eased.



Floors
Areas of the particleboard flooring should be uplifted to check the condition of
the original floor. If the original floor is in reasonable condition it should repaired
as required and then lightly sanded. A coat of Teak oil or similar could then be
applied.



Fittings and Fixtures
As noted the fittings are in fair condition only. These should be repaired or
replaced as required.



Applied Finishes
Paint scrapings should be undertaken with the aim of determining the original
colour scheme. If appropriate, consideration could be given to its reinstatement
although it is accepted that some of the traditional dark colours may not be
deemed to be suitable for the building’s current use.
No evidence was found of an original varnish finish. The urge to strip the walls
back to the bare timber and then polyurethane them should be resisted as this will
involve the loss of evidence of earlier finishes and diminish the heritage values of
the building.



Services
The condition of the electrical wiring should be checked and the wiring replaced
as required. Consideration should be given to providing new discrete lighting and
new heaters.

DAVE PEARSON ARCHITECTS LIMITED

58

MAHURANGI WEST HALL

7

A CONSERVATION PLAN

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND INFORMATION SOURCES

Published
Bioletti, Harry

Tales of the Mahurangi. Friends of the
Mahurangi Incorporated, 1993.

Bowman I, Arden S

The New Zealand Period House – A
Conservation Guide. Random House 2004.

Cameron E, Hayward B
Murdoch G

A Field Guide to Auckland, Exploring the
Region’s Natural and Historic Heritage.
Godwit Press, 1997.

Cumming, Ian

Glorious Enterprise, the History of the
Auckland Education Board, 1857-1957.
Whitcombe and Tombs, Christchurch 1959.

Kerr J S

The Conservation Plan: A Guide to the
Preparation of Conservation Plans for
Places of European Cultural Significance
(3rd Edition) National Trust of Australia.

Keys H J

Mahurangi – The Story of Warkworth.
Cameo Press Limited, Warkworth 1953.

Locker R H

Jade River: a History of the Mahurangi.
Friends of the Mahurangi Incorporated,
2001.
Christ Church Warkworth 1876–1976. St
Alban’s Church Office, Balmoral, Auckland,
1976.

Phibbs, Helen

Stacpole, John

Colonial Architecture in New Zealand, AH
& AW Reed, Wellington 1976.

Shaw, Peter

New Zealand Architecture from Polynesian
Beginnings to 1990. Hodder & Stoughton
New Zealand. 1991.

Younie, Stella

Dear Madam (a history of the Mahurangi
West & Pohuehue Schools), 1986.

Unpublished
Pearson, Dave

Scott Homestead, Scott Point, Mahurangi -.
A conservation plan. Prepared for the
Auckland Regional Council 2000.

Pearson, Dave

Huia Lodge, Former School, Huia -A
conservation plan. Prepared for the
Auckland Regional Council 2000.
DAVE PEARSON ARCHITECTS LIMITED

59

MAHURANGI WEST HALL

A CONSERVATION PLAN

Other Sources
Auckland Regional Council

Historic Mahurangi (Pamphlet).

Auckland Regional Council

Mahurangi Regional Park (West) Visitors
Guide.

Auckland Regional Council

Mahurangi Regional Park Management Plan
1994.

Department of Conservation

Mahurangi West & Hoteo North Halls:
Historic Assessment and Management
Alternative. Andrew Dodd, 2004.

Keys H J, Ed.

125 Years Education in the Warkworth
District. Warkworth NZ Reunion
Committee, 1987.

Archives New Zealand YCBG A688.




Drawings of schoolhouse at Mahurangi Heads.
Specification for Erecting a School House at Mahurangi Heads.
General Conditions

Archives New Zealand YCBD A688.



Letters and correspondence, various dates.
Tender notice for the Erection of a School Building at Mahurangi Heads.

Land Information New Zealand.
Mahurangi West Hall Project. Booklet prepared for the Mahurangi West Hall
Restoration Society Incorporated.
The ICOMOS New Zealand Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural
Heritage Value (1993).
New Zealand Historic Places Trust. Guidelines for Preparing Conservation Plan
(2000).

DAVE PEARSON ARCHITECTS LIMITED

60

MAHURANGI WEST HALL

A CONSERVATION PLAN

APPENDICES
DAVE PEARSON ARCHITECTS LIMITED

61

MAHURANGI WEST HALL

A CONSERVATION PLAN

APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1
Drawings & other documents
APPENDIX 2
ICOMOS New Zealand Charter for Places of Cultural Heritage Value

DAVE PEARSON ARCHITECTS LIMITED

62

MAHURANGI WEST HALL

A CONSERVATION PLAN

APPENDIX 1
Drawings & Plans
Drawings as prepared by the Education Board 1885.
Original specification.
Survey Plan nd.
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Deed 88178 (dated July the 4th 1884 T F S Scott and other to the Education Board,
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655.
Place names of the Mahurangi (Harry Bioletti)
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Appendix 2
ICOMOS NEW ZEALAND CHARTER FOR THE CONSERVATION OF PLACES
OF CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE
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